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Dear Reader, 
































Harry Potter movies have overtaken James 
Bond movies in box-office collections! 
Starting from “Dr No’, twenty two James Bond 


rossed $ 4.44 billion, while 
already 





Potter movies hav 
ion 

happy and amazed at Harry 

But apart from 

at 

the 








id power 





im producers: wh 






e films achiev s watching 





thrilled for a couple of hours and 
with friends for a 





cussed the scen 











her work to do 
the movies were rarel 
recalled to memory though 
not forgotten 
Don’t you think that 
Potter should do 






g more th 


some| 





n just 
d producers to becom: tich? 





help 
Why not star 








Tubs” all over the 
? Children can 
wic shows and 


Harry Potter 


o do some social service’ 





hrough ma; 









¢ the collection wise y and 


a's library; propogate health 
to keep your street 
te to read and writs; help 
ith their studies, organize sports 
The list is endless. 






activ 
Why wait for LK Rowling to give the 
clarion call? You can take the initiative and 
s yours will be the pioneering * Harry 





Potter Club 


eH 
he ancient 
huge Vinayaka 


MZ bommai (doll) 


perched on the top tier of the five 
tiered kolu display sighed longingly 
low many years since I got a 
fresh coat of paint! Wish Van's 
great grandma were alive. She'd 
have insisted and also made sure 
T wouldn’t have to share this step 
with the Chinese stuffed doll.” 
“Van? O, you mean Vanit 
That's one of my names 
Don't distort it" protested 
the Saraswathi bommai 
The dolls were all 
miffed about the present 
times, Although they were 
glad that the present generation 
kept up the tradition 
of having a kolu at 
home during Navarathri, 


N 











much of the 
‘aiety Was missing, 

“Vani hates kolus. She wouldn't 
miss her internet chat time to doll up 
and visit houses to watch some ‘silly’ 
displays. She hates wearing silk 
pavadais (long skirts), fancy 
jewellery and flowers on well oiled 


DOLLS 





Sree 


braids. If only she knew how 
gorgeous her grandmother looked 
wearing all that ...” said Vinayaka 
““O yes! I remember her grandpa 
and great-grandma were floored 















when pretty grandma came for kolu 
and sang a song in praise of me in 
her sweet voice. It was customary to 
ask the ladies and girls to sing.” 
“Well, yes. Although personally 
I wished I could disappear like the 
menfolk in the house when a 
particularly bad singer readily 
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accepted to sing. I ana shakti (knowledge) 





wondered why the represented respectively by 
music masters didn’t Lakshmi, Durga and you, 
coach them enough PSA Saraswathi. The first three days 
even during navarathi are for Lakshmi, the next 
when that was their < three for Durga and the 
main job.” last three culminating in 
“Yes those were the 5 Saraswathi puja- the 
- days when eligible ‘most important puja for 
girls and boys met in 2 students.” 






a safe, social and Saraswathi sighed I’m 
festive environment so glad you know all about 
and weddings were our glory. But, nowedays 
fixed during kolu.” students don’t even place 

“Hey! You should their books and musical 
not be saying that! instruments at my feet on 
Especially when you Saraswathi puja day When 
are one of the forms andma told Vani tc pay 
Krishna obeisance to me last year 
ped in. so that T would 
tervened Mt ., inject some trains 





















the Kurathi (gypsy) into her head 
bommai, “Navarathri V } before the toard 
and kolu are essen- fi exams, Lover eard 
tially for the worship her retorting in jest- 
of Goddesses who are “Saraswathi probably omits me ‘in choice’! 
the three ‘Shaktis'- She never liked me” 

icchaa shakti (desire “Hahaha! She is witty, I must say. Don't mind 


or wealth), kriyaa her" laughed Krishna 
shakti (action), and 

“The other gods and goddesses are faring 

no better. Devout great grandma would start with 

“kalasa aavahanam’ (installing the pot containing 

sacred water) and consecration of goddesses on 

Mahalaya amavasya. After the festival the water 

was used for prokshanam (sprinkling) on others. 

In the evenings young girls and their mothers 

were invited home for manjal (turmeric), 

kumkum and vettrilai-paakku (betel leaf and 














PPL, nut). It was considered 
auspicious” Saraswathi 
continued 

“You've forgotten the 
‘most important thing 
asusual. The ‘sundal” 
(boiled dals) and 
‘bhakshanams’ (eats) 
wrapped in newspaper! Even 
young boys dressed as Krishna 
or Hanuman would tag along, 
to get them” Kurathi reminded 
her. 








“There again samosas and 
bhelpuri have replaced 
the sundals made out 
of navadhanyams. 
Mirror, comb and 
kumkum dabbas 
are out. Instead you 
have sticker bindis!” said 

Krishna indignantly! 

“You are right. The ‘maanga thenga pattani 
sundal’ is now only available at the beach I 
believe!” said Kurathi 

“L don’t really blame Vani’s mother. Poor 
thing! She works so hard at the office and then to 
come home and entertain ladies for nine days...! 
No wonder she invites them only on a weekend” 
said the forgiving Saraswathi 

“Anyway even the non-working women 
wouldn't want to miss their TV. serials to come 
and sing for us" retorted Vinayaka. “But I only 
wish Vani’s mom wouldn't place incongruous 
stuffed dolls along with us 

“Yes. Kolu is meant for the worship of gods 
and goddesses and their creations. 

“Some people used to shift tables, bookshelves 
and even books and old newspapers to ‘make 










the steps’. The house 
would look neat 
and tidy because all 
unnecessary things 
were shoved under the 
kolu padis!” Saraswathi 
exclaimed 

“Nowadays the 
steel clothes rack is 
so designed that it 
can be converted into 
kolu padi during 
navarathri, We are 
lucky to be placed on 
this traditional wooden 
padi.” 

“But still T would 
like our glory to be 
restored. In olden days 
‘parks’ created on the 
sides of the steps 
depicted either Tiru- 
mala Darshan, Valli 
Thirumanam, Krishna 
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Potter to politics! Ridiculous!” said a 
disgusted Vinayaka 

Come on, Vinayaka! Don’t forget 
kolus are all about creativity, If Vani 
and her friends took interest in kolus 
thanks to Potter, so be it. I would 
pardon the lack of divinity. 1 only want 
young boys and girls to revive 
the tradition of kolus” said Saraswathi, 
just as the electric serial lights 
which formed part of the 
kolu decorations were 
switched off after the 
haarathi with turmeric 
water was performed to the 
accompaniment of a ‘mangalan’* song 
Leela, or at least just a real park (play back singer- grandma of course!) 
with slides and swings. Today the i 

GH theme can be anything from Harry Cover design: Lalithaa 
















































Dussera time 
[liked kindergarten school because of the way they celebrated ven ious 
festivals. For example Dussera. Just before the holidays our principal 
(belovedly called “Aji miss” by us as she was very old,) would tell us to 
bring any one doll or any other item we wanted to display. All our teachers 
would arrange the dolls we took to school and it was a real pleasur: for 
us to see colorful and attractive dolls smiling back at us. Till today 1 
haven 1 forgotten these old memories. 
Now since I have changed my school, we don't get opportunities 10 
have fun like we used to during my playschool days. 
- V.A.Chittaranjan, Stel. Vi, 
Oxford Senior Secondary School, Bengalooru 
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and for this I've been 
teased by boys on occasions. People 
stare at me and I feel ashamed. Pl 
help me. 
~K.S.Nambi 


Dear Nambiar, 

Beauty is nol just one appearance. 
It is more a matter of the heart. If 
you ave kind and helpful and 
keep smiling, people will soon 
begin to appreciate you 
instead of making fun of you 
‘There are so many people in this h a 
world who are maimed or | J J U ao 
disfigured but have gained 
the respect of others by 
their good nature and ome OU 
achievements. So cheer 
up and try to emulate 
them. After a few years 
ifyou are still unhappy 

ith your flat nose you 


DIR Jar Estee suudvineg for seven to eight hours 


daily at home. This is too much 
and abnormal, If you sleep well 
at night, you will be able to 
bener concemrate in elass and 
absorh most of what is being 
tanght, Then, there will be no 
need to study for long hours at 
home. Remember, sound sleep 


poe 

Tieave for school at 6:30 am and 
return home by 3:30pm. I s\ 
studying at 4:30pm and cont 
one am, Is four hours sleep en 
for m 

—Smruti Sudha Behera, Rourkela 

Dear Smeuti 

Four hours sleep is certainly not 
enough. Young people ~ especially those 
who exercise regularly - should sleep for 
atleast seven to eight hours a day. Both 
sleep and play (outdoor games) are 
necessary for growth. You seem to be T don't have a neat 


for a minimum number of hours 
ts not laziness, but nature sway 
of refreshing the body 

the 















peters, 2 
1 message use the minimum 
© smumber of words ina simple 
but correct language. Good 
Luck! 


handwriting and I 
| lack in creative 
ideas. Therefore I get 

| __ low marks in projects, 
© though 1 do well in 

"academies, Please 

advise. 





he 
Piease give me tips 
] ™ a us diet, so 

=RRajashree, |] >] that 1 can study 
Chennai q re well, We have ten 

































Dear Rajashree, subjects to study. 
Your letter assures ar: How am Ito plan the 
me that your hand CH study hours to cover 


writing is not bad. A all the subjects? 

Hitle more practice and ~Keerthana Krishnamurthy, Pune 
it would be much better. Dear Keerthana, 

‘As for creative ideas, Generally speaking, a vegetarian diet is better, 


You have foponder over sitce 11s not heaxyand does not lack in maition. 
the subject and find ou Ifyou are a non-veg, restrict meat 









the best way it can be !week ends. Lots of green or 
presented, so that it leafy vegetable 
(a) attracts and (b) is provides you with 





easily understood, To Vitamins and 
‘attract, make your minerals. To begin 
presentation colourful With, amixture ofrice, 
and well illustrated with dhal and ghee ts ideal 
pictures clipped from for energy and body 
news papers or other build-up, since tt cottons 
sources. Toconvey your contains protein, 
carbohydrave and essential fat with vitanin A 
Playing in the evening sun light provides vicamin 
D for sirong bones. As for planing your study 
time, you'll have to evolve a time-table on 
a 00 01, 80 that you give more tine to 
subjects in which you may be weak 
kek 
Our friends have begun to play with boys 
to which we first objected. We 


T DONT HAVE *® than decided to adjust and tried 


to play with them, But the boys keep on 
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teasing us. Please provide ayx/ shat you expect (0 be treated like a 
asolution to this problem. sister. Friewdship een boys and girls 
—Akanksha and Savithri, should be dignified. If such 
Bengulooru gn attitude is not 





Dear Savithri and Sorthcoming, it is beter 
Akanksha, to avoid such boys. In 


There is nothing wn due course they 


playing with boys pro 





1 will realise their 


you respect each other, in stake 


e 
3 
‘addition to being friendly. It Love, a 
is a common weakness for Grandmaworm 
some boys to tease girls a 
and is frequently 
mistaken by them bed 
as strength and » 
superiority. Tell them Y 
that you respect them TEE 
as your own brother 
























Keshav was a ten year old boy 
er. His 





He was a very talented sing 





talent and passion for sin 
when he was just three years old. He 
dreamt of becoming a world famous 
singer, But alas! His dreams were 
quite impossible to achieve 
reason? 


The 
He was from the poorest 
section of society. His father was se 
riously ill and so, he was the sole 
breadwinner of the family 


4 
Om 


He worked as a servant at the 
house of a rich merchant - *Seth’ 
Jagannath, ‘Seth’ had a nine year old 
yyadev was also tal- 
id was taught music by a 
ifted teacher, Krishnasy 
Keshav always 
Jayadev playing the piano, Deep 
inside 
learn music 










Jayadev 


y yer 





watched 





he wished he could also 
For a long time his 
ined unfulfilled until 

One day ‘Seth’ 
adev went out for lunch 
Keshav was, as usual, left at 
home. Seeing this as a golden 
opportunity, Keshav placed his 
fingers on Jayadev’s expensive 





wish r 





his wife and 
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piano and started playing it. He 
played it like a true professional 
He had always watched Jayadev 
play it but never really got a 
chance to play it himself. He also 
san 





a melodious tune, which the 
had taught Jayadey 
There was magic in Keshav’s 


teacher 





voice. He was truly brimming 
with talent, waiting to be un- 


earthed 





He was so engrossed in the mu- 
sic that he did not see Krishnaswarty 
Iyer coming. ‘Swamy’ was truly sur- 
ised at how beautifully this little 
boy could sing! He blessed Keshav 

nd promised to teach him music 
Keshav’ joy knew no bounds, Tears 
of joy ran down from his innocent 











little eyes, Finally, his talent was u 
earthed! 





Krishnaswamy Iyer told 
Jagannath Seth all about Keshay's 
talent. ‘Seth’ was so impressed that 
he decided to sponsor Keshav's ed 
cation and even his father’s treat- 





ment 





fulf 


- Mridul Mohan, Std X, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Kannur, Kerala 








This year my school conducted 
its 31st Annual Sports Meet on my 
birthday. I was supposed to pick up 
all my friends from my friend 
Janani’s house 

The programme was to start at 
2.00 pm, It was already! 40pm 
when I reached Janani’s house 
Since it was already late, my 
mother said that she would 
remain in the auto while I 
fetched my friends 

Janani's home was on the 
first floor of an apartment. As 1 
stepped into her home, there was 
a chorus of HAPPY BIRTHDAY” 
I thought after greeting me they 
would be ready to. leave. But I was 
mistaken, for they brought out a box 
of cake and thrust a piece of cake 

into my mouth, As I swallowed it 
they placed a crown on my head and 
shouted, " For ourlittle queen!” They 
stood beside me and Janani’s mother 
took a photograph, Then everyone 













@Slithering 
ow ingthe Dark 











One fine evening m 
friends under a huge badam tree. It became dark. But even 





















gave me presents and tied friendship 
bands on my hand 
Friendship Day, the next day, Just 

so came up tae 





as it was 






then my mother 
stairs, 

This was the best birthday I have 
ever had. My friends, who gave me 
such a wonderfull birthday were 
Janani, Shruthi, Saraswathy, Mohana 
and Haripriya. Thanks for the 
wonderful birthday gals ! 

- B.Sakthi Sangeetha Devi, 

Std.X, Sri Sankara Vidyalaya, 

East Tambaram, Chennai 












I was playing shuttle cock with ny 





The cock got stuck in one of the 


huge branches of the tree. In the same branch, we sighted a snake! 
‘We screamed and everyone in the neighbourhood carne 

to help. They thrashed the branch with a pole. Te 

snake fell from the branch. When we had a closer 


look, it was not at all a snake but just a dried twig! 
-G.R.Pratheeksha, Std. IX, 
Anna Adarsh MHSS, Chennai 















EXPE ENCE ae 
My father recently got transferred from Madurai om 
to Chennai. A friend of his, being a bank employee 
asked him “In which school have you invested your 
children?” and my father told him the school name! 
When my father came home and told me 
this, I felt a financial touch in his 
fai and appreciated it 
- Ajit Rengaswamy, 
Std. IX, 
M.CT.M.C.C.Matric 
Hr.Sec.School, Chennai 








Mishap Averted! 


This happened when I was waso 
studying in S.K.G My grandparents 
Mysore durin 
holidays. By the time we reached 
famous Krishna Raja S 
evening. The Brindavan Gardens my hand. As she could not raise me 
was by then illuminated with — herself, she cried out for help. 
colourful lights. It was afeast tothe My father who was walkin 
eyes, ahead with my grandfather he 

We slowly walked towards the grandmother's cries and quickly 
dancing and singing fountain which 





the other side of the garden, 
Before, we could reach it, I acc 













and L were visitin he dentally fell into the nearby pond! 
he My grandmother, who was walking 


it wa 






with me, immediately caught hold of 















turned around and rushed to the 
pond. He caught hold of my 
hand and raised me up! What 
would have been a mishap, 
was averted. Thanks to my 
grandmother's presence of 
mind. 

























= R.Kruthika lyer, 
Std. X, Saraswati 
Vidyalaya School, Airoli, 
Navi Mumbai - 400 708 





Aiiittie pain. 
alittle heaping UP p 


Then no more 
AAllthings ™ 


sur 
n the sun. 
ve begut 
at hi 

ust end bint aoa’ 


zing vee 


/={a) a) 4-4 


Books are keys to al 
wisdom's 
treasure, We @b) 
Saoks gre gates to 
lands of pleasu 
Books are paths that 
upward lead; | 


Books arefriends,come, | 
Jet us read. 











iat did the 
teacher say when 
it rained cats and 


lipstick on his head? 


jpuaun sty die ayout oF pam apf 


Wien is a door not a door? 





jappood v uo days o7 tot pnfoun> agp 


What is even smarter than a 
talking bird? 


j9aq Buyjods 


What do you 


get if you mix 


DDLE 


=<me =—fee 


car, a fly and a dog 


| 


padding Buisif y 


Why did the boy tiptoe towards 
the medicine cabinet? 


sypid Sundlaops ayy ayou or os 
Jou pip ay asnvaog 
Why didn’t 


2 
skeleton dance? ay 
yn soup 
01 ,Apog, ou poy ap 





Why did the boy put 


YvrP Sn HON, 


Why can’t you tell jokes to an 


SS 












jdn 
yor ys 
asnnong 


What gives you the 
power to walk through the 
walls? 








» 
Peas 7 
ed >) ea 
ane ~TM.SHILPA Std. IX, 
ware : 
pony Hindu Colony 
Chellammal Vidhyalaya, 
Chennai 
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SCHOOL EVENT samme 


ea 









extempore speech 
in B 
hel 
We also have 
inter - school quiz 
















ete are 








competition and interhouse danze 
competition on August 14 and 15 
respectively. We have our school 
culturals called Rhapsody in te 
month of January and also 
exhibition in the month of 
November, We have also a unique 
class called ‘The Art of Living 
every Saturday morning, 

In Shiksha we have a natural 















atmosphere which is favouratle 


INV Uy) RNIDEILIES fo: developing our ite skills 


‘ = J.Vishnu, Std. 1X, 

Q ) \ » Shiksha Kenda 
> ¢ ‘ Matric High School, 
} Pallikonda - 635 809 


Tn our school Shiksha Kendra we . 
are divided into four houses - Abdul 
Kalam, Mahaveer, Mother Teresa 
and Vivekananda, Our school 
provides opportunities for all talents, 
both mental and physical to grow 

In our school ‘The Hindu’ news- 
paper is provided five days a week 
Every Monday morning the first 
period is Quiz Time, Questions, 
based on the previous week's news 
paper are posed to us. Every Wednes- 
day school assembly is conducted by 
a different class each week. Every 
Friday last period, interhouse com- 
petitions like English education 
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Most of you have been sending us jokes, facts and snip- 
pets gathered from the internet or GK. books. Do show us 
how original you can be... Here are a few suggestions 
Write in about the unique programmes or ceremonies that 
take place in your school. 

% Collect and send us information about your own town, 
city, village or state. 

* Interview a local celebrity or achiever and send us a 
write-up, Make sure to enclose photographs for this. 

+ You may contribute to the new City Express column. We 
have featured Mumbai, New Delhi and Kolkatta so far and 
November issue will be Bengalooru after a small break this 
month. 

Hurry up, and send us xerox copies of your participation 
certificates, so that we can finalise the winner. 
Above all, make sure you put down your 
Name 
Class 
‘School Name & 
Residential Address in 
Each and every contribution you 
send! 

Remember NC SRE and check 
before you mail or post your contri- 
butions. 

» If you are compiling information 
PB member to mention the source and 
NEVER EVER COPY! 






















































the words were coherent, but he 
found that within his mind, he could 
see the pictures very 

clearly indeed 

For he was 


“THE IDES OF MARCH. 


The next few days were terrible 
for Shanmugam. 

His friends would not forgive 
him for their terrible loss; his class 
teacher had made it clear that his 
marks were very bad. Amma was the 
teacher’s friend; that was why she 
had telephoned him. Shanmugam 
had spent a miserable evening 
Herself worried and anxious, Amma 
had lashed out at him. He had 
listened to her, head bowed 

He longed to tell her that his days 
were depressing because of Apurva, 
but was afraid that she would get 
angrier. He really should have 
more courage. But look where 
his courage in the cricket field \ 
had got him. And even if his \ 
worry and fear of the boy 
disturbed his concentration, 
that was no excuse for a poor 
performance 





JIFFE 


That evening, he threw his 
schoolbag into a corner, and sat 
down at his desk. As was his habit 
for the past four days, his hands went 
to the sheets of paper and pen on his. 
little desk. 


He had spent his free hours 
writing. It didn't seem to him that 





18 GoKULAM October 2007 


Zz 





writing a story. A story about a 
boy. This boy, by some straage 
coincidence, was the same age as 
Shanmugam. He studied ina similar 







school, and was bullied by someone 
who resembled Apurva. And as the 
story went on, Shanmugam began to 
feel a strange kinship with the hero 
of his story. He imagined the boy 
going through all the difficulties he 


himself went through ... except that 
his hero had some strength within 
him. He had a special talent. He was 
‘an amazing cricketer! And this hero, 
Kumar, was also afraid of his own 


bully at first — but his 
talent in cricket saved 
him. In the field, he 
was no coward, He 
could stand up to a 
thousand Apurvas! 
And he could do this 
because he believed in 
himself, No matter what 
else he couldn't do, he 
could certainly play 
very well, And 
besides, he was kind 
and thoughtful, and 
helped friends. Inthe 
end, it his 
kindness and good 
heart that helped him 
win over his 
difficulties, All his 
friends understood him in 
the end, all of them worshipped 


was 


him! 


Shanmugam wrote the final 
words of Kumar’s triumph, smiling 
with delight. In that moment, 
Shanmugam was Kumar, thrilled 
with his hero’s successes. He had 
won over his bully, scored high 
marks; he was popular! And all 
because he had found his strength 
within him, Shanmugam had 
finished his story by making Kumar 
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win a cricket match, This was his 
triumph, To make him win where 
someone like Apurva always lost. It 
was as though he himself had won 
the match, so perfect was the joy that 
filled him. 

He spent some time this way, 
happily dreaming about Kumar's 
marvellous batting; his superb 
bowling, and 

“Shanmuga!” 

That was Amma's voice. He 
came back to earth with a thud 
Putting down his pen, he went to the 
hall, Amma sat there, looking 
serious. “I want you to lock yourself 
inside,” she said. “I'm 
going over to Shylaja 
‘Aunty's home.” 


“Ave you taking 
her some snacks?” 
Shanmugam asked 
vaguely, His mother 
often took their neighbour a few 
home-made snacks 

“Yes...” Her voice trailed away, 
Shanmugam looked at her, suddenly 
doubtful, Her face was a mess; her 
eyes were red, And suddenly, he 
understood why she was going 

“You're going to ask her money, 
aren't you?” 

‘Amma bowed her head. “We 
need it, Shanmuga. You know that 
Appa has ...” she stopped. “You're 
abig boy now.” 

Shanmugam almost fell on the 
sofa, horrified. Amma was going to 









borrow money from Shylaja Aunty. 
They had been neighbours for niany 
years now ... but never had there 
bbeen money involved. This was the 
first. His parents were proud pecple, 
always careful not to damage 
relations between friends, “Neither 
a borrower nor a lender be,” Appa 
had said many times. 


And now his mother was going 
to ask their neighbour for morey. 
What would Aunty say? How would 
she look, when he went to see her? 
Everyone would know their lack of 
money. The world would be filled 





with a thousand Apurvas! He felt 
sick to his stomach. Suddenly, 
desperately, he wished he was ike 
Kumar. That he had something, 
anything, to help him over this crisis. 
The doorbell rang, Amma rose 
slowly, as though aware of the 
terrible duty she had to perforry 
She opened the door. Chembu 
bounded inside, supremely excited 
“Hello Aunty!” he yelled, before 
skipping to Shanmugam, “Guess 
what? They want to reschedule the 
cricket match next week!” 
Shanmugam gaped, as his 





mother slowly went 
‘out. “What?” 
“It was Apurva’s 
team that asked it,” 
Chembu went on, 
hopping across the hall 


Shanmugam understood 
instantly. “Apurva wants to win 
They want to make sure we're 
completely down and out.” His fists 
clenched. “I can’t play,” he 
whispered. He walked away slowly 
tohisroom, and sat down in his seat. 

“Are you nuts?” Chembu 
growled as he followed him. “Why 
not?” 

“You know why.” 


Chembu sat down on the sofa, 
pulling Shanmugam beside him. 


“God knows you were 
right to make Apurva 
stop,” he argued. “So 
you had a fight. That 
isn’t the end of the 
world, you know.” 

“Twas lucky they let 
me go with a fine and a 
warning. How can I 
play again?” 

“Because you 
deserve to.” Chembu 
placed a hand on his 
shoulder. “Ifyou refuse, 
you'll just be letting 
‘Apurva win anyway, 
He thinks you’ re weak. 
Prove that he’s wrong. 
You can, you know. 
You're a good bowler, 
‘You can bat and field superbly when 
you put your mind to it. They 
wouldn't have chosen you, 
otherwise. You know that. You're 
strong, Shanmuga. You just have to 
believe in yourself.” 

Shanmugam sat still, head 
droped. Chembu sighed, aware of 
his deep fear and sadness. A 
perceptive boy, he had some idea 
about the money hassles the family 
was going through. He looked idly 
at Shanmugam’s desk 

Somehow, he had to get 
Shanmugam's self-confidence up 
Shanmugam might not match 
Apurva in looks and money ... but 
he was a kind, compassionate friend 

He looked down at the desk again, 














| 









and caught 
sight of the sheets of 
written paper. 

Suddenly, Shanmugam sat up 
“T’ve got the medicine packets for 
your father,” he said, rummaging in 
his bag. 

“You needn't have. They're 
pretty expensive.” 

“S'okay,” Shanmugam shrugged 
“T've put my pocket money to good 
use.” 

Chembu’s heart swelled with 
warmth, He was only too aware that 
Shanmugam had badly wanted to 
buy a new book with his money. 
But Shanmugam had also known the 
financial difficulties that Chembu’s 
family faced ... and had been big- 
hearted enough to help out 

‘Unwittingly, his eyes glanced 
through the pages Shanmugam had 
written. Slowly, a plan began to 
formulate in his mind, 


The next week dragged by 
‘Shanmugam was bent over his desk, 


writing a letter 

It had been terrible to watch kis 
parents so depressed. His own 
mood was scarcely better. School 
was manageable, but only because 
he had pulled himself up. Chembu’s 
words had had some effect on hitn. 
He had decided that he would be 
strong, regardless of what was asked 
of him, And that was why he was 
writing, now. To Mr Jayaseth. 

It had taken him an enormous 
amount of courage to simply pull up 
paper and pen ... but he drew a decp 
breath, and remembered Chembu's 
father’s words. You have the 
weapon, When the right time comes, 
you'll know. 

As he wrote, he worried about 
the disappearance of his story. He 
had searched through his whole 
room ~ but it was gone, He felt as 
though his only source of comfort 
had vanished forever. 

Sighing he looked through the 
mail that was stacked on the little 
table, Bills. Bills, more bills. He 
groaned, almost missing one long 
blue envelope that slipped to the 
ground. He picked it up, The 
envelope had his name on the frort. 
“Mr Shanmugam Saravanakumar” 

He gaped. Why would someone 
write to him? In an envelope too! 
With trembling fingers, he ripped it 
open 

As he read through it, his mouth 
fell open. “Amma!” he screamed 


(To be continued...) 









le Van ere 
a im Winat do you need to 


get a bird's eye view of 
the whole world? It turns 
‘out that all you need is a 

computer with an Internet connection! 

Ask Luca Mori, an Italian computer 

programmer, He studied satellite images 

and maps of his hometown on his computer, 

when he first found an ancient river. Close 

to the ancient river, he found an unusual 

rectangular structure, Luca had discovered 

an ancient Roman Villa! It was an exciting 

day when the experts confirmed 

his discovery. 

Even greater was the 

excitement in India, when a dry 

bed of an ancient river was 

spotted in satellite 

images. The dried, 

ancient river bed spotted 

in satellite photos was 

five miles wide, flowing 

from the Himalayas and emptying 

into the Arabian Sea, The river, 

many think, could be the Saraswati 

River, which dried up in Vedic 

times. Some water flowed 

underground along the original 

course, The debate about the 

discovery has grown ever since 








Enilio Gonzalez, located craters 
made by asteroid impacts using 
satellite maps available on the 
Internet. When she first located a 31 
km diameter structure, she was 
surprised. ‘Why had no one noticed 
it before?” she wondered, But she 









searched for more and she 
found a whole series of craters 
in the desert that borders 
gypt/ Libya! And she did all 
this from a computer 





We can do more than 
discovering ruins, craters, and 
dried river systems from our 
computers. Our computers 
can locate homes and 
landmarks in any city in the 
world. What is more, we can 
actually locate the streets 
at close range! By using 
the satellite images, we 
can virtually “walk” down 

the street, see the 








license numbers on the cars, and find 
the house or office address even 
before we set foot in that place! Lot 
of military secrets, from around th 
world are also being discovered by 
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showcase Destination Techn 
4. Watch an erupting volcan 


www.esa.intesaEO index. Jum! 


Be your own teacher. Leary 





wirw shambles.net pages learning 
6. Love Geography? Try 
about himl 








Cool ideas for class projec 








eople who use and study the 
satellite images 

The satellites offer more than just 
showcasing address, 


streets, 
marks, on Earth. They can help 





us witness live volcanic eruptions, 





storms, or watch glaciers 





computers. We can even 
move beyond the Earth, we can 
actually visit locations on Mars from 
the comfort of our homes! 

Although usin 


atellite ima 
reat hobby, it requires 
cial skills before we can interpr: 





could be a 











dscapes and images. We can 





these skills by reading up the 

material and thro 
nt practice. It is important to 
ww the same basic rules ard 
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sure that the images are used for 
ructive purposes. 

Who knows what we can find! 
vee and just a click 








away! 


It's 





mages: hip: earth.google.com 
com mars 


exfernet.org CYFARO7. 





desert storm, or a hurricane at: hip: 


says to use Google Earth: inp 





gearthplan 





ut: hMip> www. geonames.org 













PERSONALITY 
Sripathi Panditarddhyula (S.P.) Balasubramanyam, also 

known as S.PB or Baalu, is a popular Indian playback 
ger 


© He is also an actor, music director and a dubbing 
artiste 








© He was bom on 4 June 1946. He 
had a natural flair for si id learnt 
to play instruments like the harmonium 
and flute 
© In 1964, he took part in a musi 
competition organized for amateur sing: 
ers and he won the first prize, a prize 
that changed the course of his life. In a 
career span of 40 years, he has sung 
indian langua 
© He made his debut 
a singer in 1966, ina Telugu 
P)) filmtitled *Sri Sri Maryada 
Ramanna’, a film 


-BORN TO SING! 


in which the music was scored by his mentor 
SP Kodanday 
© His first break in Hindi films was in the 
movie ‘Ek Duje Ke Liye’ 
© Heis onthe verge o 





ging 


































tering the Guiness Book 


of World records as the male singer who has 
rendered most number of film 
songs 


© He has bagged the Na- 
tional Award for the best play 








six times, The first 
award was for a Telugu movie 
Shankarabha 

(Source Gaptopedia 
(G.K.Book)) 





- Srushti, Std. VI, 
Vidyaniketan P.S., Chennai 


THE Oney NEXT DOOR 


We had a guest next door, 
She gave us joy galore! 



















She was a baby five days old 

Her innocence was like pure gold! 

‘Small she was, like a doll 

Her cry was like a parrot’s call 

She brought several joyous moments, 

On seeing her, away went our torments. 

I proudly talked about her at school, 

My friends thought it was really cool! 

I'm lucky to have a cute neighbour 

I shall praise her beauty forever! 

My mummy recalled my infancy 

When I would catch everyone's fancy, 

Everybody would have gone through 
childhood 

absolutely no solitude! 


=H.Supraja, Std.Vil, 
ASSISIMHSS, Chennai 


Where there's 


He rides his horse 
So high and proud 
Armed with sword and shield, 
Dark and deserted is the nigh 
Hardly can he be seen 

















To cook and eat 
isanan, 
Yet of everyday 
le itis a part 
Wetake ifr granted 
not knowing 
not caring 
“That others may 


Hear the sound of his galloping 
horse 
His sword swings to and fro, 
See the light in his eyes, 





not even taste Gleam so bright. 
Everything that we To protect his land 
50 foolishly waste He'll brave a fight 


=S.Sushmitha, Std.VI, = 
National Model MHSS, I HE 
Coimbatore ) : 
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PRES CHRNER 


The sky is blue, There's the mountain, 

The clouds are sailing Tall and strong, 

Where they go I've no clue It's like a green pattern 

But the scene's thrilling! The trees on it seem to 

‘The sun is yellow, sing a song! 
It’s shining so bright Nature is so lovely 

Asif'to say “Hello!” 1 thank God for his creativity, 


Ooh! It's a beautiful sig GONG 


He has created it 
beautifully, 

For us to enjoy 
peacefully! 












Not a frown on his face; But shedding blood, letting 
Dripping blood he moves on. corpses flood 


In the end it doesn’t seem fair, 
Still high on his horse, In the end it doesn’t seem fair 

‘Though quite bad his wound, ~ Maya Jaishankar, Std.VI, 
His sword still swings to and fro, The Frank Anthony Public 


Still fighting for his motherland SchoolyBengalooru 


He won't let go I know 


Losing his life 

In the battle that night, 
It all came to an end 
‘The battle was theirs, 
But his life was gone 


Battles are tough, 
Defeat comes, 
And victory is also there; 


WARRIOR 
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Victory and Failure were brothers who frequently fought with 












each other. Their mother Mrs. Luck and father, Mr. Hardwork could 
not put up with this. One day their fights and screams became so 
unbearable that even their sister Ms Interest was frustrated. Mother 
Luck went and complained to father Hardwork about her sons’ 
behaviour 
Father called the two sons. He said to Failure, “You are the eldest 
of the two. Don’t you feel ashamed to fight with your younger 
brother, Go now. Don’t fight with him”. Mr Hardwork did not say 
anything to Victory. 
When Victory and Failure entered the study room, Ms.Interest 
started howling at Failure, “You ugly one! You know only to fight. 
Go away from here 
Failure went out and started sobbing. Victory came to 
console Failure. He said, “I am sorry, brother Why are you 
crying?” Failure said, “Everyone neglects me. They hate 
me. They only want you.” 
Victory said, “Don’t weep my brother. | now 
understand you. I won't fight with you. 
Hereafter, let it be a rule that 






only those who welcome you can 
welcome me. I will follow you 
always. Only those who treat you posi- 

tively can receive me.” 

Failure laughed at Victory after wiping his tears. They 
both became bosom pals, although their family mem- 
bers treated them differently. They went 
everywhere together. 

~ J.Sowmya Prabha, Std X, 
Alvernia School, Coimbatore 








TREASURE AHOY!ZA 





Two more thu: 











October 2007 GoxuLaM 31 





sweet music to their ears, 


Rocky, did you hear that? 
It's Bhandaril That was 
distinctly his voice! 


Hey Bhandaril Is that 
really you...? 
How did you get here? 





Oh! ooh...1t hurts 
Il over when | walk 


Sidhu escaped 
when Rana’s thugs 
overpowered me. 
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ve Not set our 


| thought Sidhu would be with yo ; 
havi ovoaped. No, Bhandari we 
= 


eyes on him at all. 


Oh, God | do hope 
he is safe and 
sound! 


iKnow that 
the route map to 
Dingora’s treasure.. 


lies with you. If you 
don't give it to me. 
I'll have to use force... 
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Name: Ashwin.P.S. 
Age: 13 
Address ; Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalya, South Canara, Kurnad P.O, 
Bantwal T.Q, Mudipu - $74 153 
Hobbies : Making friends, draw- 


ing, listening to music, watching T-V, 
playing computer games, surfing the 
net. 






Name: K.Preeti 
Padma 
Age: 10 


tial arts, reading novels, collecting 
stamps, coins and proverbs. 






Name: J.Vishnu 
Age 213 
Address: $4, Chinna Mudaliyar 

Street, Pudupet, Gudiyattam, Tamil 

Nadu. 

Hobbies : Reading English and 

Tamil books, collecting informa- 

tion on Harry Potter, chat 





Name: Revathi, 
Age: 14 





Ticket to 





Address ; ND-27/3, Jaykaypaper 
mills Colony, Jajkaypur, Rayagada - 
765.017 

Hobbies : Playing football, 
books, drawing, art and craft, 
yoga, gardening, learning vedic 
mantras, making friends, diary 
writing, acting, stamp collecting. 








Name: Vineeth 

Age: 14 

Address : H.No.17-115. Vidhya 
Nagar Colony, Mahaboob Nagar, 
Andhra Pradesh - 509 209 

Hobbies : Surfing the net, playing 
basket-ball, volley ball, rugby, cricket, 
hockey, table tennis, swimming, mar- 
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Address : 121, 
7th cross CIL Lay- 
out, Bengalooru - 
560 032. 

Hobbies 
Reading, watching 
TV, tening to 
songs, chatting, play- 
ing outdoor and 
indoor games 









Name: R.Mithra 

Age: 13 

Address: 2\-M, 
Railway Quarters, St.Thomas 
Mount, Chennai - 600 016 

Hobbies : Watching and 
reading H.P, dancing, listening 
to songs. 









Name: Haswanth 
Age: 13 
Address : Clo. M.Murlidhar 

Rao, Ferozguda 7-4-33, Opp 

Neelam Appt, Secunderabad - 

500 011 
Hobbies : Collecting stamps. 

writing letters, play 





internet 








games, painting 


Name: Adivignesh Anand 
Age : 8 
Address: Bhaveshwar Vijay 








Plot No.91, flat no. 17, 
Wadala, Mumbai - 
400 031 
Hobbies 
painting, 


Drawi 





reading, 
playing (basket ball is 
my favourite), com- 





puter games, etc, 


Name: Poornim 

Age : 17 

Address : Plot no.9-A, Door 
No.C/6, SSSP Apartments 


(South), Vellalar 
Mogappair West 
600 037 

Hobbies 
playing 


Danci 





badminton, 


Frien@ 


Street, 
Chennai - 





Gokulam and chatting 
with friends 


Name 
Age: 13 
Address: $4 

Simson Nagar Extn, Edayarpalayam, 

Coimbatore - 25 
Hobbies 

books, cyeli 





preedevi 


Chendurillam 





Playing, reading 
listening to songs 





Name: An 
Age > 12 


sil 


dh.P 










D 


Ae 
Ls 






M1G 2107 
Hyderabad - 


Address 
Ramachandrapuram, 


BHEL 


500 032 

Hobbies : Surfing the net, reading 
books, watching Harry Potter mov- 
ies and cartoon network 








playing 
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- Rani lyer talks with 
prize - winning 
children’s author 

Kelly Milner Halls 


Kally is always full of 
energy and enthusiasm 
This summer she was 
invited to meet you 
writers at Chautauqua, New 
York. Kelly says, “When I was 
offered the opportunity to work 
with seven young lady writers, 
9 to 12, at Chautauqua, 1 was 
absolutely delighted. Sharing 
what I do with them, hearing 
about the stories they dreamed 
of elling wasan honour and 
a blessing 









1 may never complete y 
grow up.” 


Ask your friend or 
adult around you about a 
favourite time they recall. It 

will have something to €o 
with nature. Kelly has a 
similar story to tell us 
about her favourite 
childhood memory: “I once 
found and put away two tiry 
eggs from a leaf covered 
flowerbed in coastal Texas. To 
my great delight, a short time 
later, I watched those eggs hatch 
to reveal two tiny lizards 
hatchling American Anoles 
common to the region. It 








Never Grew up! 





Kelly instantly connects to 
children from all over the world 

“Because,” she explains, “I never 

grew up! Childhood was both 

‘wonder - filled and lonely for me. I 

never outgrew my sense of childlike 

wonder, thank goodness, so I write 

fi] © exercise my sense of curiosity 

)] And I write to comfort the child who 

fears his or her wonder is something 

unwelcome or, heaven forbid, bad 

I write for kids because I love and 

ail] respect them, and because I suspect 








was one of the most miraculots 
things I have ever experienced 
Amazing!” 


Writers not only write fer 
children, they also encourage 
children to write. Kelly conducts 


several workshops teaching students 
to write This isn’t the same writing 
we do when we do our school work. 
This is called creative writing and 1 
flows from our imagination, She 
says, “What you write — journal 

















entries, emails, fantasy stories, news 
reports — isn’t nearly as important 
as THAT you write, daily if at all 
possible. Writing often takes the fear 
and the mystery out of the process, 
especially if the author is young,” 
But writing becomes boring and 
dull if it doesn’t have inspiration 
from other places, Kelly advices 
young writers to, “Read, They 
hand in hand, reading and writing 
But I would love to see one old 
tradition more frequently revived, 
and that is the teacher read-aloud 
For kids struggling with the art of 
reading, listening to their teacher 














Megaraptor (dinosaur) claw! 
Kelly lets students hold the fossil during a school visit, 


















bring a book 
vividly to life PY 
through her read- 
ing can be intensely inspirational 
They draw confidence from the 
enthusiasm their teacher's convey.” 

Kelly also has an interesting 
idea for students in India. She says, 
“Children in America will be 
interested to read stories and about 
life from other countries. Yes, ifthe 
writer does his or her job. If the 
writer loves the topic about which 
they write, the young reader will 
very often mirror that passion and 
energy. We have the chance to open 
doors for young 
readers." 

And she offers this 
advice to all her 
creative writing 
students, “Write 
about what you love, 
or find something to 
love in the topics 
jgned. It 
but if 
open 



















you're ai 





sounds hard. 
you keep a 
mind, it’s entirely do- 
able.” 

So, get ready to 
start writing, 

Visit Kellys web 
site at: wwwkelly 
‘milnerhalls.com 

Write to her at: 
Kelh,MilnerH@aol. 








































Pretty fast 
Cannavaro is best 
known today as 
a ma 
defence player. He is 33 

Cannavaro hails from Nepoli, the 
renowned club in Italy. It is Nepoli 
from where stars like Maraddona and 
Ciro Ferrara emerged 








Initially, Cannavaro used to run 


behind balls, pick th 
them and throw them back to 


appropriate players, That was the 








job alloted to him. Gradually, he 
stepped into the ground and started 
playing 

Cannavaro started his career in 
1997 when he played his 
international match, representing 
Italy. So far, he 
more than 100 inter 
matches, Cannavaro has played in 
1998, 20¢ 











participated in 
jonal 








1d 2006 world cup 
matches and is acknowledged as 
the man behind the 2006 World 
Cup victory 

Yet, Cannavaro lost the world 
cup best player title to French 
captain Zinedine Zidane! 

But, FIFA Inernational Football 
ue selected Cannavaro as the 





Leag 
best player of 2006. Zinedine 


Poster on Centre Spread. 
David Beckham pg 42 


Zidane and Ronaldinho of Brazil 
too were considered for this title; 
but Cannavaro was preferred. For 
the first time in the world, a 
defence player had secured such an 
award 


























FOOTBALL FIRSTS = 


The highest paid football player. 
‘most-ofien searched name in Go 
is David Beckham of England. Age 
32 





Beckham now plays for Los 
Angeles Galaxy, an American club 
Quite recently, he has authored a 
book titled Both Feet on the Ground. 

While playing against Wimble- 
don, Beckham fooled around the 
goal keeper who was standing guard 
outside the circle. In a fraction of a 








 / Ve 


second, he shot the ball straight 
through. It was unbelievably quick 
and precise and became a never-can- 
forget moment for football fans! 

If that incident hadn’t happened 
Beckham wouldn’t have gained the 
world’s attention. Beckham was 
picked to play for England in the 
same year 

In 2003, when Beckham joined 
the Madrid team, he had become so 
popular that his name was printed 
across the T-shirts. 

In 2006, when 
England lost 





the World Cup, MELagaed 
Beckham re igned | 

from captaincy It has vw 
to be noted that out of 98 matches 
that he played for England, Becktam 
represented the team as Captain in 
58 matches. For a short while, he was 
suspended from the team. The 
restless fans raised a big hue and cry 
and pulled him back. 

Beckham is known for his 
intensive training skills. The coaches 
are fll ofpraise for Beckham for his 
keenness towards training end 
fitness, ° 











Fhe Zs 


Poverty is a slur on and illiteracy are rampant. The 


the face of every society. government should encourage 
Ve" The gulf between the self-employment and also 
rich and the poor is in- create job opportunities for 


creasing day by day. The rich are becom- more and more people. India 
ing richer and the poor are becoming more _is basically an agricultural 
poor. There should be equality in the dis- 
tribution of the fruits of land and labour. In 
India today some people get all the fruits 
and the rest get only thorns, Millions do 
not get even one square meal a day and do 
not have a proper roof over their heads 
Itis the responsibility of the government 
to ensure that people do not 
starve, but are provided their 
basic needs, Beggars are 
found outside temples, 
schools and the market 
places. This is really piti- 
able. Their life styles could 
be improved in a matter of 
days. Mother Teresa was an 
example of a person who 
worked hard to fight poverty 
and to help the poor and needy 














She was a symbol of charity 


Service washer only economy. This sector should 
motto and mission. be developed. Only then can 
Wecannot becomea we hope for a better future for 
Teresa but we could India 


lend a helping hand -E. Santhosh Vamsi, 

to the poor. Std. IX, StJoseph’s Girls 

Lack of proper High School, 

i Same) planning, corruption Vishakapatnam 
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Shankachuda, the rich man of 
Vaishali was very good at blowing 
the conch. Even the king held him 
in high esteem, He was invited to 
play the conch on all auspicious 
occasions 

When Shankachuda was a young 
lad he was returning home through 
the forest where he saw an old man 
blowing the conch under the Banyan 
tree. He stood there amazed for he 
‘was drawn by the music. In his heart, 
he thought, ‘I wish I could learn to 
blow that’ 


‘— ‘old man was deeply im- 


mersed in the music 
with his eyes closed 
Just then, a large snake 
crept beside him ready 







to strike him 
Shankachuda cried in 
alarm, “Sir, please 


move” he said. But the 
old man could hardly 
hear, Shankachuda 
lunged forward, broke 
up a branch and tried to shoo away 
the snake. He then carried it on the 
branch and put it in the hole a little 
distance away. The old man had 


then opened his eyes and seen what 
bas GOKULAM Ociober 2007 





had happened. That was when he 
gave Shankachuda the conch and 
also the magic of its music. 

As time passed, Shankachude be- 
‘came ‘an expert conch player and 
became conceited. He did not res ect 
the king either. The king noticed shis 
A pious man that he was, he did not 
mind but summoned Shankachuda to 
his court 

The night before he appeared in 
the court, the old man appeared in 
Shankachuda's dream. “Son, I warn 
you, don't be conceited, or else you 
may lose everything.” 

Shankachuda ignored the warn- 


ing. He went to the king's court 
Everyone was shocked as he did not 
pay due respect to the king, The king 
smiled, “We have heard of your pow- 
esto play the conch. Please do show 


us how to blow the same.” 

That would be impossible even 
for you, oh King,” said Shankachuda 
haughtily. 

He did not wait for the king 
mission but blew his conch 











sper 


Needless to say, it did not work. 
Not even a ‘Pooh’ sound came out 
of it! Alas! Shankachuda could not 








play the 
conch! People 
whispered amongst 
themselves, Shankachuda hung, 
his head in shame and walked out 
The king called out to him, “Oh, 
Shankachuda come back". But 
Shankachuda went away since he 
knew nothing else but blowing the 
conch. Magical powers help only as 
Jong as one is humble, A humble 
person learns a lot, about things that 
can never be lost 
-G. Pranavahitha Uthira, 
Seetha Kingston School, Chennai 
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Tam a regular reader of 
Gokulam. When I wasa kid, my mother 
used to read it for me. Now I read it 
myself and am enjoying it. It is my 
favourite bed time book. I will be happy 
if it comes twice a month. 
—B. Shruthi, Std.V, 

S.B.S.M. School, Chennai 


52 Gokulamisa fabulous magazine 
and I like it. I have a collection of 
Gokulams- some of them are even 
from 1999! This book gives a lot of 
information and is a complete food for 
our thought. Hats off to Gokulam! 
~Verina Berryl Rasquinha, 
Std.IX, St. Agnes English Girls’ 
High School, Mangalore 











£3 I've been reading Gokul, 
since I was one and a half years old 
and barely able to read... 1 
have learnt many thi 
from Gokulam. Its 
big pot of knowledge! I 
request the editor to continue 
“Detective Dumpy' and ‘Plus - Minus’ 
~Srushti Hebbar, Std. VI, 
Vidya Niketan Public School, 
Bengalooru 











have been reading Gokulam for 
the past thirteen years. I really like Potter 
Mania and other articles. However, I 
receive the book very late. Inthe month 
of July, I received it on the 16th and 
hence could not participate in any of 
the competitions. Also, the m: 
‘gets damaged by the time it reaches me 
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request you to look into this matter. 
~Aparna Lakshmi Dorai, 
Std.X1, Vani Vidhyalaya Ju 
College, Thane (W), M 











1 was introduced to Gokulom by 
my mother's friend. I got my first issue 
in march 2004. I read the m 


azine in 
a week or two. So, I think Gokulam 
should be issued twice a month. My 
favourites are Hello Doctor, 
Grandmaworm, news on Harry Patter, 
alish with Indu 








Thave read Gokulam right from 
my VII std. Though I have grown, 1 





find Gokulam to be very interesting and 
informative too. Iread the story “Heart 
Song’ in the July issue. It was very 
emotional and I was moved to tears. I 
shared the story with my friends and 
they also liked it, and next day they said 
“Hil [too bought Gokulam da” I felt 

proud and happy. 
—R. Srihari, 11 Yr, B. 
A.M.S.College of Physiotherapy, 
Chennai 








Tam a new reader of Gokulam 
Tcame to know about Gokulam from 
my favourite teacher. Inow anxiously 
wait for it every month. 
—Vedant Patil, 
‘Std.VI, Chinmaya Vidyalaya 
Unchahar 


3 Welove Gokulam. Even though 
we are now in Std. X, we make some 
time to read this exciting magazine Is 


KNOW 


there anything, that you can’t find in 
Gokulam! We just admire you Gokulam 


wow! 


—Smruti Sudha Behera, 
Payal Dhamudia, Std.X, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
Rourkela 





52 I have sent many of my 
contributions to Gokulam, but none of 
them have been published. It’s okay. 






The experience 
improves my 
knowledge. Thank 
you my dear 
Gokulam! 

~T.Vaishnayi, Std.V1, M.G.CV., 


Trichy 


© 1 am an ardent reader of 
Gokulam. I have contributed many 
articles. Now, Iam 17 years old and 
have completed 12th standard. Still, 
aminterested in contributing articles and 
being a part of this excellent and 
educative magazine. Will my articles be 
accepted? 
—S.Vaishnavi 










Why 
Keep writing! - 
Editor 


Thave 


been regularly reading Gokulam since 
1998, Tlike the magazine very much. It 
motivated me to start reading other 
magazines. liked the comic strip Balu 
the Bully in previous issues. Why have 
you stopped Pottering Around and 
Netbits? Please continue them. 
—Aathreya S. Bhat, Std.X, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, 
INS Hamla, 
Mumbai 
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Life has become very complex 
now a days. The struggle for 
existence is very acute. There is 
very unhealthy competition in 






every walk of life, Therefore a 
great deal of mental and physical 
strain is imposed on modern 
humanity. The mind has a great 
influence over the whole body 
Grief in the mind weakens the 


wD 
LBaodh 


body. In turn, the body influences 
the mind too. A healthy body 
makes the mind healthy. Always be 
cheerful. Being cheerful is the best 
mental tonic 

HEALTH IS WEALTH. Good 
health is a valuable asset for one 
and all. You should have 
physical as well as meatal 
health. He who possesses 
physical, mental, moral 
and spiritual strength is 
an ideal man, Moral 
strength is superior to 
physical strength. Itis 
difficult to possess 

moral strength 
Everybody wants 
eternal happiness or 
happiness that is 
not mixed with 


sorrow and pain, But he 

does not know the place 
wherefrom he can get this supreme 
bliss. A man of easily irritable nature 
cannot enjoy peace of mind. His 
brain, nerves and muscles are alviays 
under pressure. Peace can be found 
only within. Realise your oneness 
with the Supreme One - Intelligence 
and Wisdom that dwell within the 








Mysterious is this 
Peace! Marvellous 
is this Peace! 
Realise this Peace 
and be free. Lead a 


(pi simple and ideal 
life of peace. It is 


this inner peace 
alone which can 
link all men and 
women of the world 
Float in this ocean of 
peace and rejoice in the 


2 
co peace of your own self. 
~ Gautam. R, SRI HARI, 


4 er 
aindl M 


chambers of your heart 
When you are established 
in the Highest Self within, 
you will not be shaken 
even by sorrow, loss or 
failure. You will over 
come all difficulties in 
crises of life easily and will 
become successful in 
all life's experiences. 













© Polar bears can eat as many as 
86 penguins in a single sitting! 
© Barbie’s measurements, if she 
were life-size, would be a very 
unrealistic 39-23-33 © The Sanskrit word for 
© The smallest unit oftimeis the jeans “desire for more cows.” 
yoctosecond © “Arachibutyrophobia” 
© The dot over the letter ‘i’ is (pronounced -RA-KID- 
called a tittle. BU-TLRO-PHO.BI- 


A) is the fear of 
ab peanut butter gett ng 


© No word 








in the English 



























stuck to the roof of 
your mouth! 

© A “clue 
originally mean: a 
ball of thread. Thisis 
why one is sid 
to “unravel” the 
clues ofa mystery, 


© There isa seven 
letter word in the 
English language that 
contains ten words 
without rearranging , 
any of its letters - 
“therein”: the, there, 
he, in, rein, her, here, ere 
therein, herein. 


© A jiffy is a unit of 
time that represents 


100th of a 
second 
Compiled by: 


T.M.SHILPA, Std. X, 
Chellamal Vidhyalaya, 
Chennai 
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LITTLE TORTOISE FINDS Al JOB! 


Guy: ee Plates : Fille 


So, Lil Tortoise went 
It would be z ‘to the post office, 
interesting to 


deliver letters, 
| shall apply for 





rich gave them caps. 
16 small as half an 


Lit Kanga wrote down L 
Tortoise’s name for the job. 


At their job. Lil Kanga 
bounded around delivering 
mail quickly. 






















Ti Tortolse crept and 
crawied and just about 
managed to deliver 
one letter! 


At the end of the day, both reported to 
MrOstrich 










lam sorry, 
Lil Tortoise; 

You better fine! 
another job. 









My! my! I've 
lost my job 
and a lovely 
cap tool 
















Lil Monkey explained 
the Fire Brigade wanted 
new workers. 








How lucky for 
mel | would 
love tobe a 
fireman. 





Suddenly, the Fire Alarm 
sounded... The crow’s nest in 
the yard was on fire! The 





new recruits scampered to 
their job. 
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Ll Monkey who ran 
ahead clambered up 
while LI'l Tortoise 
slipped and slithered, 


Sorry Lil Tortoise, 
but you are not 
good enough for, 











|am 80 miserable... | [One fine morning, a cheerful circus arrived and all 
nothing ever goes right] |the animals trooped in to watch Itl 
for mel 





Li" Tortoise went away. 
Nobody knew where... 
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g | 7 is 
ho i 


ha fs fia hs 


fis 








7 hs | 














U! 





‘ACROSS: 
1. Add the fifth alphabet 
before very and it includes all (5) 


3. Not at all lean (3) 

5. Also the short form of a 
booming industry (2) 

6. This bird is respected by a 


patriotic American (5) 





7, Remove the insect from 
tenant and it is a number (3) 
10. A graduate in en 





11, Support wron 

12. Parasite on a dog (3) 

15. Half a dozen is ideal for a 
batsman (5) 

16, Do not say this when you want 
to say yes (2) 

17. A three in one medical 
specialist's acronym (3) 











18, The Tamil poetess who wrote 
Tiruppavai (5) 









DOWN: 












LThink of Tenzing and 
Bachendri Pal and you will think of 
this (7) 


2.Itfollows ‘road’ and it precedes 
coaster’ (6) 


Right or tight (3) 
Consumed (3) 





Not artifi 


9 Country (6) 
ig house (3) 


14. Sounds like catch in past tense 





13. Lodg 


It carries your mattress! (3) 


-GS.S. 
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Congratulations! 








Here are the winners of Gullu's | 1 fi*o | o s 2 
Crossword 1 (August 2007) and the | «Eoin 
solutions as well, The results of || : / 
Gullu’s Crossword - 2 will be ||'S |?) 1/6 Jo | w) uw 
published in the November 2007 || 4 Si x % 
issu = = 
id Bonne 








: ‘ idya Kendra, Nagercoil 
varanjani, Std VIN, 4. K. Aaishwariiyaa, Std X, 
Christ the King MtHrSec.School, New Era Public School, New Delhi 


Kumbakonam 5. Sanjay Nayak, Std IV, 
3.GNandhan, Std VL, Adarsh— ytadhava Kripa, Manipal 


Gullu’s Crossword - 3 ENTRY FORM 


Name | (Mr/Ms) 














Age Class 
School 
“Residential Address 
Pin 


Signature 











* Local address is a must for overseas entries 


The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600032. 





* Strictly for school children * Five lucky winners will get a 
cash award of Rs 50/- each, They will be decided by a draw of lots from 
out of the all correct entries * Entries with completed grid on the 
reverse accepted on this for 


Last Date : 20.10.2007 





ly * No xerox copies 
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COU ANY 





Name 
Address 











Period : Inland 








1 year 2 years 
Rs.120/- Rs.220/- Rs. 














Overseas 

















$26 $50 $75 























Amount enclosed : Rs! 





|Only Demand Drafts and Money Orders accepted 














You can also register 
with your newspaper 


agent for a month after 


month door delivery. 





The Circulation Manager 
Gokulam 
Kalki Buildings’, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road. 
Ekkaduthangal, CHENNAI - 600 032. 
E-mail : subscription @kalkiweekly.com 
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‘Temple robbery! They say its 
priceless... Hey David... Look at 
this..." Ajay shouted 

"Hey c’'mon man... Ajay" who 
cares about the temple robbery... All 
T'm worried about is the maths as- 
signment. Do you think I must rob 
one of our classmates notebook” 





"Yeah... Yeah and get 
chucked out of the post of 
football goal keeper?” said Akbar, 
who was the captain of the football 
team and depended ninty percent on 
his goalie David and mid fielder 
Ajay. 

“Hey guys! Iam planning a cycle 
tour in search of orchids. I'd like to 
present it to my mom on her birth- 
day" said Ajay 

“Orchids grow on the barks of 
trees, as far as I know. I've seen or- 
chids in St- Thomas Mount. Let's start 
early this Saturday and go there" sug- 
gested the ever adventurous Mohan 


t "Ma... I have to do some 
project work. I'll come back in the 
evening" Ajay took his lunch, and 












said goodbye to his Mom on 
Saturday morning, 


"Hey trees, shrubs they scare 

Let's go on" said Akbar. But 
David and Mohan were already 
trekking on their own path, leav- 
ing their bicycles leaning on the 
trunk of a giant tree. So the others 
just followed him 

After a tiring walk, Ajay declared 
that they should stop the orchid 
search. Just then they heard a crush- 
crashing noise. 
Run... Run... A buffalo" 
screamed Mohan. The four ran like 
marathon champs. "Ouch!" a low 


me 





#.%e @a ©} a2 & 






branch tripped David. He fell and the 
rest fell on him. As for the buffalo, it 
ran in the opposite direction as the 
crushing noise of the boys fall scared 
the wits out of it! 

"What an escape!” said Ajay, 
huffing and puffing. "What a fall!” 


, @& 


a 


exclaimed David, 
examining his 
wounds. 

As Akbar 
got up he screamed "Eureka!, Eu- 
reka! Look there! Orchids grow- 
ing on the very tree that 
> tripped us." 





Ajay shifted the uprooted 
orchid plant carefully. He 
stepped on something 
hard 

Looking down he ex- 

claimed "Wow!" For 
right there near the tree, 

in a cleverly hidden tree 
hole, lay the temple 
jewellery!” 

“Rubies and emerald jewels 
found in a tree hole." "Four trekkers 
find the Temple Jewels!" The news- 
paper headlines read. 

"Mom... This reward of one thou- 
sand rupees is my birthday gift to 
you.” 


meralds/ 


“Thank you, Ajay, but I really love 
the orchids you presented. The red 
butterfly like petals are rubies and 
the green leaves are emeralds” said 
Mom, as she hugged Ajay lovingly. 

~ Ajay Ashok, Std IX, 
‘StMichael's Academy, Chennai 
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Std Vill, 
Sardar Dastur Hormazdiar HS, 











Sushma.S.Kini 
Std IX, 
Milages English Medium HS, 
Kallianpur 
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S. Ragavan, 
Std X, 
Annamalai Nagar 





Sukitha.S.Rao, 


Mont IID, : 
Ryan International, 
Bengalooru 4 





A. Srinivasa Vasudevan, 
Std VI, 
K.V,, Minambakkam, Chennai 


Krutika lyer, 
Std Il, 
Tagore Intemational School, 
New Delhi 


Arun and Lux were excited as they 
entered the bank with their Dad to open a 
bank account with the pocket money the 
had saved over the last year. The bank 
manager greeted them, “Good 
morning, Mr. Moorthy. 
Are you here to bank 
your paycheck?” “Good 
morning, Mr. Hameed. 1 
deposited my paycheck last 
week,” replied Dad with a smile, 
Lam here to enquire about opening 
an account on my children’s 
names.” Mr. Hameed said, 
“Well, we have a savings 
account programme specially his bag and ga 
designed for young kids.” them to the tailer," 
When the bank manager ‘Hope all is well 
finished explaining the programme, with you, Raju. I 
Dad agreed, “That programme is indeed need the pant altered by Friday 
tailored for kids and it suits us well.” Mr. afternoon so I can wear it to the 
Hameed helped Arun and Lux complete Wedding this weekend. Can 1 
the necessary paperwork. The kids bank on you?” Raju smiled end 
thanked him and walked out of replied,"Of course, you can 
the bank T e 
Dad said, “That was t 
vat eRe ster hirteen 
tasks I have to depend on me, Mr. Moorthy. 
complete today. Do the Punctuality is my strong suit. 1 
two of you want to ill have this done by Friday 
return home or join me morning.” Dad agreed that 
as I run errands?” The Raju possessed the special 
kids happily agreed to skill of timely delivery end 
accompany their ‘was as famous for it as he 
dad. The next stop was for his excellent 
on their short sartorial workmanship 
journey was the or tailoring skills. Dad 
shop. Dad took out a thanked him and bede 
pair of trousers from him goodbye. 
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ENGEISEHeWinrsIN DU AUNTY, 


Next task on Dad’s agenda 
was to buy groceries. They MY STRONG 
stopped at the corner SOIT 
store. While Dad was A 
buying items on the 

grocery list, Arun 
asked the grocer for 
a dozen mangoes 
The grocer, Mr. 
Mohan gave him 
thirteen and said, “For 
you little boy, here is a 
baker's dozen,” Arun thanked 
the grocer for his generosity 
and said, “You are so kind. The 
world needs more men of your 
stamp.” Dad overheard this 
conversation and said, “I do 
agree that we need more 
men of his quality. And 
thanks, Arun, — for 
reminding me that we need 
to go to the post office to 


to the 


Dear readers, 
‘Accompany and assist your parents as they run errands 
Meet and thank the people who provide 
services and products and support 
our communities. Learn about 
their occupations and also about 
words and phrases that are related 
to different occupations. Do you 
know what a blacksmith and a 
locksmith do? What about a 
wordsmith? Can you tell what a bank 
teller does? Find out! 



























stamp and post some 

envelopes.” They paid and 
thanked Mr, Mohan for the 
groceries and went to the post 
office down the street 


When they came out of the 
post office, Dad said, “ It is 
time to head home now, kids 
As they walked home with 
grocery bags in their hands, 
Dad said, “I really enjoyed 
having the two of you help 
me with my errands, We 
should do this together 
more often.” Arun and 
Lux happily agreed nn 
their dad 
















(lomework Box! 
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for nearly a decade, we 
discovered the pristine 
place called Neelakant- 
eshwar where we went 
trekking. We had 
been told that it 


+ Khadakvasala 

er 5 kms into Donje village. The 

drive from Khadakvasala junction 

till Donje village can take nearly 40 min- 
utes due to bad roads. 

Neelkanteshwar lies 3 kms above this vil- 

lage at the top of 2 mountain. One should 


A Tedk 





was somewhere 
near the Khadak- 
vasala dam. We 








geared for the 
expedition with food 
supplies that would last 
‘over a month! 

We took the road to 
Khadakvasala from 
Karve Nagar. One can 
follow the road signs 
from Peacock Bay to- 
wards Kudje village and 





wear comfortable casuajs and trekking 
shoes for the trek chaise from the fee 
hills. The trek exhausts the body, yet 
rejuvenates themind The scenery is breath 


taking. The half kilometer stretch is a test 


of physical endurance and mental power 





‘When sweat mingles with the dewdrops on 
the forehead, one gets the full view of 
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ae 










place it harmony, at this 
temple. The temple a 
is the abode of Neela- 
kanteshwar - Lord Shiva 


and the Linga is believed to reflect sunrays 








onto the worshipper, transmitting. positive 
energy, Darshan of this linga is also believed 
torrid one of ‘any addictions. 

Up at the temple, one caf savour hot 

d really sweet chai besides bhel, The 
best part of the place is the peaceful am- 
bience without the hustle 
and bustle of the other 
popular picnic spots. We 
just did not feel like 
returning, especially when 
we visualized the journey 
that lay ahead! 










-Keerthana 
Krishnamurthy, 
Std IX, $.V.Union 
High School, 





Neelkanteshwar temple. You ‘ 
will see rishi ~ munis seated \ 
in a row meditating, From 


Draupadi vastrab paharan 
to Dasharatha, Saint 
Dyaneshwar to Buddha. 


Mahavir and even a bust of i 








lord Jesus on the cross. 
various deities take pride of 






Th is not just fair but good that 
Kapil Dev started the Indian Cricket 
League. Ricky Ponting has pointed 
out that India cracks under pressure 
Kapil can make India no.1 in both 
tests and ODIs throt this. 
= K.kinisagar Sharma, Sta. 
St’ Vincent's School, Pune; Karan, 
Jawahar Vidyalaya SSS, Chennai - 63 


BCCT had complete mo- 


nopoly but was shrinking 
sponsibility. Kapil is lookin; 
duce quality sportsmen 
and should be encour- 
aged 
= Ipsit Bibhudarshi, Stax, 
St Paul's School, Rourkela 
Kapil Dev is a 
cricketer 
what he is doing. He is 
the only sucessful World 
Cup captain India has 
had, ICL will bring out 
hidden talent and Kapil 
will shape them, 
~Thanoo.J.S, Std. Vi, iba 
‘Scudder School, Vellore 
V.Ramya, Std Xil, 
PS.8.8.88S, Chennai; 
R.Varsha, 
Std IX, KV, Bowenpaly 


CV. Shruthi, Std 1X, Amrita Vidyalayam, 
‘Coimbatore - 30 














to pro- 








and knows 


The overwhelming positive re- 











sponse to ICL from international 
players, proves Kapil Dev did r 
~L.Sivaraman, Std. IX, SmL.Durgadev! 


‘Chowdary Vivekananda Vidyalaya, 
‘Chennai -82 


Many talented cricketers were 
denied opportunities all these years 
because of politics. Now ICL is 
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promising that this will change. But 
there is no guarantee that ICL too 
will not become politicised! 
= R.Aditya Krishna Haas, Std.XI, 
Alphores Junior College, Karimnagar. 





Playing matches with the same 
old players even after successive 
defeats shows BCCI in poor light 
ICL will usher in new victories with 
new talent, new spirit 

~ Anjana Gayathri, Std Vil, PSBB SSS, 
‘Chennai - 78; G.Sailakshmi, Std. IX, Sri 








ICL wit! definitely be a plat- 
form for players from backward re- 
gions to exhibit their talents, 

~Abhishok Chatterjee, 
Std X, DAV Public School, 
Bhubaneshwar 








apil Dev is a legendary 
cricketer and would know the 
hit of a team and its players 
too well BCCI is filled with 
politicians with no knowledge of 


ed 












the game. It is good that ICL was 
started 
~B. Venkatram, Age, 15, Apeciay 
‘School, Navi Mumbai; V. Sriram, 
Std. Vil, MESKK, Bengalooru; 
V.Surya, Std. XII, GRT Mahalakshmi 
Vidyalaya MHSS, Chennai - 83 
IC Lis an alternate track for 
aspiring cricketers. Let us not 
view it as oppostion to BCCI. It 
only intends to provide a good 
future to budding and retired tal- 
ent, The two should work to- 
gether. 















-G. Anvesh Kumar, 
Std. X, K.V, Bhandup Mumb: 

Madan Shivakumar, Std. Vil, Vidya 

Vardhaka Sangha, Mysore. 


Alternate 
Aspiring 


Of course it is fair that Kapil 
Dev started the ICL. It is like 
starting one’s own party when 
vot given powers or not 
recognised by the party one be- 


NASVEHINAE 






ahi | 


longs to. 
~ASesha Sai 
Kashyap, Std. Vill, 
‘StJoseph's Public 
School, Hyderabad. 


No, It’s L 

One should not leave the parent 
organisation which fetched one lau- 
rels and start a new one. Differences 
should be sorted out; not politicised 
~AN.S.Bhagyashreo, Std.X, 


St.Joseph's Public School, 
Hyderabad, 








If there is no unity and co-op- 
eration among senior players them- 
selves, how will there be unity in the 


Track for 
ricketers! 


team. Two organi 
sations for cricket yf 
will ruin our game. 
~S.Uthra, Std. Xi, 
Volanganni HSS, 
Chennai, 












Question for this month 

Showa chitéron celebrate birthdays with grand parties? 

Send us your views by 15.10.2007. Each published entry will 
receive a prize of Rs. 25/-. Remember to include details of your age, 
Glass, school and residential address. Those of you who are non - 
residents of India should send us a loca! (Indian) address too. You can 
send entries by post or by e.mail (gokulam@kalkiweekly. com) 
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Ihe 

















GSushil Vasan 

celebrates his twelfth birthday 

on the 10th of October 
Many more h 





October 15th is 
Keerthana Sharm 
birthday! 

Wish you a very happy 
birthday 












's of the d 









setings to 





October 29th. He ccl- 
} cbrates his 11th birthday 
Wish you a happy birthday 
\d a long and prosperous life. 
od bless you 3 
Muiwiny, Daddy, Grandma: 


es 
ik 










ashank Shankar 
celebrates his 17th birth 
day on 4th October. 

™ ny happy re- 
turns of the day. May 
py always, 
Your sister 





























aswar cel- 
ebrates his 6th birth- 
day on 16th October. 
I wish m 
happy birthd: 
-R.Anani 


studying VII std in 

Avila Convent celeb 

her 13th birthday on Octo- 
ber 12th at Coimbatore, 

a, Anandhi, 

Ju, Sindhu, Swetha and | 


Shobhana 
oui 








brother a very 























Let's decorate our 
houses with paper 
flowers which will 





never dry up! 


Things needed: 
Crepe paper (red and green) 
Broomsticks 
Craft glue 


Method: 
1) Cut4 square 





pieces of red paper (7X7em) and neatly 
place them one on top of another 

2) Fold them into a half (diagonally), 
Fold this yet again 

3) Draw a wavy edge over 
the folded quarters and cut them 
out neatly. 

4) Take a square piece of red paper 
and wrap it around one edge of the 
broomstick to form the centre of the 
flower. 

5) Gently push the 
broomstick through the 
centre of the layers of 
paper flower heads, The lay- 
ers should sit tight, just 


below the centre bud portion 

6) Wrap green strips of crepe 
paper around the broomstick 

7) Cut and paste green 
paper around the 
flower 

8) Arrange along with real 
flowers and leaves in a flower 
vase 

9)You can use different colours 

for the flower too. 


leaves 


2 ~ Anjana Gayathri, 
Age 12, 

PS.B.B.S.S.School, 

Chennai 
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@ A.Amirtha, Coch 

2 Ivit true, that eating too 
much of sweets produces 
worms in our stomach? 

1 No, it is not true. ing: 
too much of sweets can cause 
dental caries not worms 
Worms are caused by poor 








hygiene, The eggs of worms 
gain entry to the child either 
through the mouth or skin 
Food and water contamination 





helps to carry the of 
worms to enter into the 
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mouth. Some worms burrow their 2ggs in 
the skin of the foot and then they ener into 
the inner layer of the skin to reach the blood 
stream, 





© R.Ravi Kumar, Bengalooru 

? How can we take care of our health 
during the monsoon? 

! The monsoon brings a host cf food 
and water borne diseases such as 
diaorrhea, cholera, typhoid, jaundice, 
cold, flu, conjuctivitis and dysentery 
Rains complement and breed mosqu 
tos. This leads to a rise in malaria, den- 
ue, chikungunya and brain fever 
Hence it is our 
responsibility 
to reduce the 
harmful effects 
of monsoon 
























rains, Take th 
them at bay 

© Maintain proper hygiene. Don’t al- 
low water stagnation 

© Avoid eating out. Wash fruits and veg- 
etables thoroughly with clean wa- 
ter before using 

© Drink clean, 
boiled and/or fil- § 
tered water 

© Wash your 
hands thoroughly 
with soap and wa- 
ter before every 
meal and after us- 





se simple steps to keep 

























he bathroom, sustain a scorpion 
© Avoid mosquito bites by sing? What is the first 
using repellents, nets, etc aid for it? 

© Keep everything in and ! A person 
around your house very cle 











can 

















sustain a scorpion st 
for about six hours. Immediate sharp pain 
and swelling at the site of bite are 
common features of all scorpion stings 
The venom of the scorpion mainly acts 
on the nerves, causing damage to them 
Following the sting, vomiting, abdominal 
pain, headache, sweating, rapid breathing 
| drowsiness may occur. A scorpion 
g is commonly considered less 
venomous than snake bite. However, it 
may be fatal in 
children, particu- 
larly below the 
of five, as the 
venom affects 
their heartbeat 































i, Chennai - 20 

? Is there any tonic to gain 
height 

1 No, Tonics contain v 
B complex, iron, protein or 
minerals, They do prevent de- 
ficiency of such nutrients in our 
body, All the same, our height 
depends on genetic factors, 
food habits, exercise etc, not 
miracle’ pills or tonics 














also. So apply a ligature at once 3 cm 
above the site of the bite, put a cube of 


e ice over the site. But, the ligature must be 





-L.Kesay Reddy 
Oscom (Orissa) 
long can a person 


released every ten minutes. The victim must 
seek a doctor's help for further management. 





? How 
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A phobia is the 
unreasonable, unrealistic 
and excessive fear of a 
ular object, objects or 
situation. Here are some 
phobias and their triggers: 


































Achlouphobia Darkness 
Acousticophobia Noise 
Arachnophobia Spiders 
Bibilophobia Books 





Cacophobia Ugliness & 
Dentophobia Dentists 

Emetophobia Vomiting 
Insectophobia Insects 
Nosocomephobia Hospitals 
Methyphobia Alcohol 
Ophidiophobia Snakes 
Siderodromophobia Trains 








Tachophobia Speed 
Xenophobia Strangers 
Zoophobia Animals 





(Source: GK. Books) 
- Abhinav Singh, 





Method: 


Powder the oats and sugar separately using a mixie. Fry the 
cashews in one teaspoon ghee. Mix the oats, sugar and cashews in 
a bowl. Heat the ghee and pour it on the mixture. Roll the mixture 
into small balls. Your yummy and healthy Oats Laddu is ready to 
eat. 


—Preethy .S, Padma Seshadri Bala Bhavan S.S.School, 
K.K.Nagar, Chennai 











barrier against Tsunamis, big or 


the coast line of south east 











later named by the British, 
is between the Palk Strai 
and the Gulf of Mann: 
is a land mass with 
India with 
Srilanka, beneath the sea 
The Ramar bridge or 
Sethu” has to be cut 
across to implement the Sethu 
Canal project, which aims at 
deepening the sea to help ships 











reefs connectin 








lute picture of Ramar bridge. 


er is now in the Supreme 
wernment of India par- 
a to say that it will fnd 
ta go around the Cape ‘ute for the Sethu Canal end 


Comerin, instead of circling rations 


Srilanka Ce 
There is fierce opposition to prime minister Nawaz Sharif 
the implementation of the ar kistan and was immediately 














project since the BJP and 
Hindutva forces feel that the 
Ramar’s bridge should not be 
disturbed, Apart from religious _ are just empty promises, He has changed 


ther deported to Saudi - Arabia 


n. This proves that Musharref’s 





storing democracy in Pakis:an 





sentiments (Lord Rama is sup- laws to allow his Presidency to continue 
posed to have built the bri 
with the help of Hanuman and © 
Sugreeva’s monkey army) eee 
there are also ecological prob- Meanwhit 
lems. The Ramar's bri 


will conduct elections which will turn 






kery of democracy 








position to Musharraf 








in Pakistan asthe freq 
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the convoy in which 

Reddi was seated, passed 

the site safely, while the 

fifth car bore the brunt of 

the blast and was smashed to smithereens, 
eee 










+ Nawaz Sharit 


Russia claims it has produced the most 
powerful ever non-nuclear bomb and has 


tested the same. “It is the father of all 


MOUNTING 
OPPOSITION TO 








bombs” say the Rus- 
sian scientists with 
pride! How one wishes 
that scientists pool 
their knowledge to pro- 
duce a “mother bomb” 
which will diffuse all 
the bombs stockpiled 


at military 
prove. On September 
4th, Rawalpindi blasts 
in military sites killed 
25 and injured 68. On 
September 13th, fif= 
teen sold 














rs were 


killed in a bomb blast * Father bomb! by the super powers! 


hall of a eee 
+ Janardhana Reddy 


in the dining 
commando base 
eee 





Another lanch ve 
hicle went up succe 
fully from Sriharikota 
releasing the Insat 4 CR 
satellite in orbit. The 
“moon” it is claimed 
will in 





Janardhana Reddy 
former chief minister of 
Andhra Pradesh escaped 
a bid on his life but a few 
of his followers died in 
the mine blast set up by 
naxalites. The third car in 





commu 





ication system 
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After being emperor of Rome, 
Nero's dearest ambition was to sing 
in public! He sang in Naples. A 
tremor shook the theatre so the a 
dience departed while he wi 
ing. At a later performani 
where, he had the gates locked so 
that no one escaped. Many people 
were tired of the song. Three citizens 
tricked the guards into letting them 
to an exit - one pretended to be dead 
and the other two 
carried him out 
C ~S.Sai Priya, Std. IX, 


ib MGCV, Trichy 








© The mummi- 
fied body of Lady 
Dai who died in 
China between 145 and 178 BC. 
was so well preserved tha: it 
could be autopsied by scientists 
as if it were recently dead 
© One quarter of the bones in our 
body are in our feet! 
© Chewing gi 
onions will keep you from crying, 
- K.Nithya, Std. IX, 
C.S.Ramachary Memorial 
M.H.S.S, Madurai 

















m while peeling 





n elephant can smell water 
from about three miles. ‘The 
elephant’s long trunk has 
the nose, the upper lip and 


two opposing “fingers” at the ip. 








© Dragon flies are the fast- 
est of all insects and fly at a 
speed of about 40 km per 
hour. 
© The Chinese were the first 
people to use toothbrushes. 
© First bicycle races were 
held in 1868 in Paris, France. 
- Varun Gopal, Std. IX, 
Navyug School, New Delhi 
s 
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The elephant can pick up objects 
as tiny as seeds with these fin- 
gers. Elephants don't sweat be- 
cause they do not have sweat 

glands on their skin. 
- N.Prajorpathikalai, 
Perumathur 





- (Source 
Internet) 


G.K. Books end 





There’sa little wi 
Who gives my 
His name is Harry Potter, 
With him I often chit chatter 
Lam easy to tame 
When I play the Harry Pe 

Game 











My day starts with Head 
Dumbledore, 

















When it’s time for school, 


y 







con the floor 

d Hermione 

army 

playi 
Quidditch 

For I find no charm in the cricket 

pitch! 





Though I amva child 
I drive everybody wild! 
Ooh! Harry Potters my craze, 


And this path I'll always trace! 








— Swathi Sreenath, Std. Vil, 
Holy Cross Senior Secondary 

School, Kapa, Raipur, 
Chattisgarh 


Competition Results 
the Next Issue! 





ample 7.8.9) and keep ito °% 
himself. 

Next ask him or her to 
total up the three numbers 
and tell you the total figure 
(74849224) 

Now, given the number 24 you 
can guess the three dates your friend 
thought of 

How can you guess,,.? Simple! 
Just divide the number told to you 
by 3. (24/38) 

‘The number you thus obtain will 
always be the middle among the 
three dates your friend thought of ! 
(7, 8, 9). You can surprise your 
friends til they guess the method you 
are using! 

~ K.Prabu, Std IX, BHEL 
M.S.S., Trichy 

II. Substitute One Word 

1A thing that is fit to be eaten 

2. Fruit eating animals 

3. Athing able to be perceived by 
touch. 

4, Towards or facing the east 

$.Having to do with information 
represented in binary digits, 

= G.R.Pratheeksha, Std. IX, 
Anna Adarsh M.H.S.School, 
Chennai 

TIT(A). Find out the wor 
with the help of the clues given: 

(1) a) Bus 

Bus 
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b) Cloth UR 
oe [TIME 











TII(B) put together the hidden 
sentence with the help of the clue 
box: - 

0 #4€e@ 109208 

~ A.A. Yazhini, Std Vil, 
Kalaimagal Kalvi Nilayarn, 

















Erode -1 
a ole 
Q ra 
F fa 
0 | * 
K nfo 
° ml 
Pp sit | 
els 

u ra 
> vlo 
z 

x 

























TV. (A) Match the uses of the acids: 





1. Acetic acid ~ a. cleans gold and silver articles 
2. Nitric acid ~ _b improves the taste of food 

3. Hydrochloric acid -  c Car batteries 

4 Lactic acid -  d. preservative of foodstuffs 

5, Sulphuric acid ~~ cleaning toilets 









(B) Complete the nam 
flowers with the help of the 
1. This flower ha 


jal | | |Llo 
2.This fragrant flower is used to 


adorn the hair of women. 


| | 





3. This is the national flower of 
India, 





5. The flowe 
rity 


a symbol of pu- 











Y 
4. This adorned the coat of the LE td 
st prime minister of India Biel emcees ana 
first prime anitter of Ti Mangalam M.H.S.School, 


Bhuvanagiri 















(e]>]]2]']¥]¥]m] 1 @at 
s Lyiat 
wasnyoo 98011 
ids sa n04 tg 
>ravod ( (VI 


B | il il UO sia Story,Pictures 


Oh, not Jill's mischevous 
hands are playing with the 
clay dolls on display. 




















and she has broken the 
parrot dolll 





The folks at this house are 
going to be mad at her. 


Serves her right... naughty girl please, will 
you.?, 


‘What is It 
# You've 
been caught, 





Certainly not; how can 
| be caught when you are 
around to save me..? Sit 
right there still as a doll 
and replace the parrot, 

while | escape 
from here! 








80 coKULam Octover 2007 





St) 


WONDER CAKE = 














